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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

Listing of Claims : 

Please replace any previous listing of claims Mitfa the following cuxrent listizig of dain s: 

1 . (Original) A method for synchronous media playback, comprising the seeps of: 

(a) transmitting a media playback invite request received from a first terminal 1 ) a secjond 
tenninal, wherein the first terroinal is associated with a host user and the second termii lal is 
associated with guest user; 

(b) relaying a media playback accept response from the second terminal to the irst 
terminal; and 

(c) distributing a start playback request from the first terminal to the second tei ninal, 
wherein the start playback request directs the second terminal to begin a playback sess on of i 
media file in synchronization with the first terminal. 

2, (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of: 

(d) distributing an action request between the first terminal and the second tem linal 
during the playback session. 

3- (Original) The method of claim 2, firther comprising the step of: 
verifying pemiissions associated with the first tenninal or the second terminal before i xecutihg 
step (d)p 

4. (Original) The method of claim 2, wherein the action request is selected fi^i i the 
group consisting of a rewind request, a pause playback request, a fast forward request, a 1 
comment request, and a user-^ecified internal effect algorithm to modify audio or vie so oftke 
media file. ' 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, fiirtter comprising tte step of: 
(d) distributing a stop playback request fix)m the first temiindl to the second tettninal in 

response to the host user terminating fiie playback session. 
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6. (Original) The m^faod of claim 1» further comprising the step of: 

(d) storing an internal time in response to step (c); and 

(e) providing an elapsed time to second tenninal when the second tenninal joir s the 
playback session during the playback session. 

7. (Original} The method of claim 1, further conq)rising the steps of: 

(d) receiving a first internal time from the first terminal or the second tenninal \^ere|in 
the first internal time is derived from a global time; 

(e) comparing the first internal time to a second internal time in order to derive a timd 
diffeiencei wherein the second int^nal time is derived firom the global time; and 

(f) adjusting transmission of a subsequent message to the first terminal or the s 2cond 
terminal. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

(d) receiving a stop playback request from the second temiinal in response to t le gue^t 
xiser withdrawing from the playbadc sessioi^ and 

(e) removing a session entry that is associated with the second terminal, wliere n the 
session entry indicates participation of the second terminal in tiiie playback session. 

I 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: ' 

(d) receiving a stop playback request from the first terminal in response to the lost uJer 
ending the playback session; and ! 

(e) terminating the playback session in response to step (d). | 



10, (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of: 
(d) instructing the second terminal to modify the media file in accordance witl- a 
modification file during the playback session. 
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11. (Original) A compirter-rQadable medium containing instructions for control ling a 
computer system to provide syndironous media playback and messagixigy by: 

transmitting a media playback invite request received from a first tenninal to a second 
tenninal, wiierein the 6rst terminal is associated with a host user and the second temwial is 
associated wifli guest user; 

relaying a media playback accept response from flie second terminal to the firs termii lal; 

and 

distributing a start playback request from the first tenninal to the second termii al, ! 
herein the start playback request directs the second terminal to begin a playback sess ion ofL 
media file in synchronization with the first terminal. j 

i 

12. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 1 1, fiirtfaer containing nstrucjions 
for controlling the computer system to provide synchronous media playback and mess tging, by: 

distributing an action request between the first terminal and the second termini 1 duriqg 
the playback session. 

13. (Original) The computer-readable meditmi of claim 1 1, fiirtfaer containing nstruciions 
for controlling the computer system to provide synchronous media playback and mess iging, by: 

distributing a stop playback request fix)m the first terminal to the. second termii al at l^ast 
one other terminal in response to the host user terminating the playback session. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for synchronous media playback and mes^ aging for a 
host user, the method comprising the steps of: 

(a) sending a media playback invite request to an other tenninal in response to at host |user 
initiating an invitation to a guest user, wherein the guest user is associated with the oD er 
terminal; 

(b) receiving a media playback accept response from the other terminal in cesp )nse tc 
step (a); and 
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(c) sending a start playback request to the other terminal in response to stq) (b) . wher^ 
the start playback request begins a playback session of a media file in synchronization with tic 
hostuyr, 

1 S. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 

(d) sending an action request to the other teiminal, in response to the host user nitiatihg 
the request 



16. (Original) The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of: 
(d) receiving an action request from the other terminal, in response to the guesi user 
initiating the request. 



leJt 



17. (Original) The method of claim 15 or claim 16, wherein the action request s seledted 
from the groiq) consisting of a rewind request, a pause playback request, a fast fbrwarc request, a 
teictual comment, and a request for a user-specified internal effect algorithm to modi^ audio lor 

video of the media file. ! 

I 

1 8. (Original) The method of claim 14, finther comprising the step of: 
(d) sending a stop playback request to the other terminal in response to the hos user 

terminating the playback session, 

19. (Original) The method according to any of the claims 14, 15, 16 or 18, whc rein this 
requests are processed through a server. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein steps (a), (b), and (c) utilize a vireledb 
communications chaimel, 

21 . (Withdrawn) A method in a terminal for displaying information about a syi ichrom 3us 
media playback service, comprising: 

'i 
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displajring a list of media files, wh^in a selection is received from a host user . end 
displaying a list of guest useis> wherein at least one selection is received from i be hos|; 

user. 



22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 21^ further comprising: 
displaying a list of playback options, from which a playback option is received from ^ 

host user. 

23. (Cuirendy Amended) A computer-readable medium containing instniction. for 
controlling a computer system to provide synchronous media playback and messa^jing by: 

sending a media playback invite request to an other temiinal in response tx) a ht >st use : 
initiating an invitation to a guest user, wherein the guest user is associated with the oti^ er 
tetminal; 

receiving a media playback accept response from the other terminal in respons* : to 
sending the media playback invite request; and 

sending a start playback request to the other teiminal in response to receiving t le mecjia 
playback accept response, wherein the start playback request begins a playback se^sioi i of a 
media file in synchronization with the host user . 

24. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, ftirther containing i ostrucJions 
for controlling the computer system to provide synchronous media playback and mess iging, py: 

sending an action request to the other terminal^ in response to the host user init ating the 
request. 

25. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 23, further containing i nstrucllions 
for controlling the coiz4>uter system to provide synchronous media playback and mess iging, py: 

receiving an action request from the other terminal^ in response to the guest usi r initis ting 
the request. 



6 



PA(X8(12'R(»fDAT1QI20/20l)56:17:00PM [Eastern W 



J0/;2q/2005 17:19 FAX 13124635001 



BANNER & VITCOFF 



1009/012 



Appbi.No.: 10/017,654 
Rjespouse dated October 20» 2005 
Response to Office Action of July 27, 2005 

26. (Withdrawn) A terminal providing synchronous media playback service fo a hosi 
user, fhe terminal comprising: 
a services processor; 

a conrniunications interface coimected to the services processor in order to sup x)rt a 
playback session between the terminal and a second terminal, wherein the second tern inal is ! 
associated with a guest user; 

a local storage that stores a media file, wherein the media file is associated wit: i the 
playback session; 



a media player connected to the local storage in order to process the media file duiiiig'the 
playback session under control of the services processor; 

a keypad unit connected to the services processor; and 

a display unit connected to 'die keypad unit through the services processor, i^i rein tne 
display unit provides at least one list of choices that is associated with the plsqrback se :sion a !^d 
wlierein the keypad unit receives selections firom the host user. 

27. (Withdrawn) The terminal of claim 26> wherein the communications inters .ce 
supports a wireless communications channel. 

28. (Withdrawn) The terminal of claim 27, wherein the wireless communicatio ^ cha inel 
is in accordance with specifications selected from the group of standards consisting of Oloba 
System of Mobile Communications (GSM), Tekcommunicatioiis Industry Associcitio] . (TIA) IS- 
95 and cdma2000 (CDMA), TIA IS-136 and IS-54 (TDMA), EIA/TIA-553 (analog), I )igital ! 
Audio Broadcasting (DAB), Digital video Broadcasting (DVB), and Universal Mobile 
Telecommunications system (UMTS). 

29. (Withdrawn) The terminal of claim 26« udierein Ifae media file is selected fi om the 
group consisting of an audio media file, a video media file» and an audio-video media ile. i 
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